
 
 
February 2023 Message for Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders 
 
Dear Beloved of God -  
 

Imagine yourself as a witness to the crucifixion.  How would you react?  How would your life be 
impacted?  What would it mean to you?  How would you be changed? 

In her book Witness at the Cross, scholar and teacher, Amy-Jill Levine, examines how the people 
at the cross each have distinct roles to play in the Gospels.  For each, Jesus has a particular 
meaning and personal message, shaped by their background, social context, and their role in 
the crucifixion and the events leading up to Jesus’ death.  From each of them, we learn how 
those meanings and messages cross the centuries to any who would come to the cross today.   

What do the derisive words of the bystanders, the political leaders, the chief priests and scribes 
show us about the nature of blasphemy, and how does their presence force us to confront our 
own complicity:   Can bystanders by innocent?   

How are our views of criminal justice today challenged by our understanding of Rome’s judicial 
system, which resulted in the deaths of the two crucified with Jesus and of Jesus himself?  How 
does this knowledge inspire us to live as good neighbours to all?   

The Roman soldiers:  to what extent does their complicity and apparent indifference to Jesus’ 
death indict us?  What is the message to us as we go about our own business while innocents 
suffer and die?   

What can we learn from the Beloved Disciple about Jesus’ “new command” to love each other? 
Does this anonymous figure have anything to teach us about observing all time as sacred time?   

What do the roles of the women at the cross (patrons, followers, supporters) reveal about the 
role of women in the church today?  What roles can men and women play in bearing witness to 
God and Jesus in powerful ways? 

How did Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus relate to Jesus before his death?  How do their 
actions after his death provide a model for modern “sympathizers” of Jesus? 

I invite you to explore these and other questions with me, to come to the cross. 

During the 6 weeks of Lent, leading to Holy Week and ultimately to Holy Friday and the looming 
shadow of the cross, I invite you to participate with me in a Bible study, offered online to lay 
and rostered members across the synod.  Gather as community, as family, as witnesses at the 
cross, for a weekly ZOOM meeting, where we will read, view, ponder, discuss, and pray 
together.  Be ready to tackle some hard questions as modern witnesses “at the Cross”. 



Walk with me and other siblings in Christ from across the synod, as we explore what it truly 
means to be a witness at the cross.  Our journey begins on Shrove Tuesday (February 21) and 
continues to Holy Week, with meetings each Tuesday, at 9:00 am or 7:00 pm.  We will spend 75 
minutes together exploring Amy-Jill Levine’s book Witness at the Cross:  A beginner’s guide to 
Holy Friday.  For more information, including where to order the book, and to register, see the 
Synod website or click here:  https://form.jotform.com/230106407903244.   

I encourage you to gather as a small group in your church, as a community of neighbours, with 
friends in one another’s homes, as family.  What better way to build stronger relationships 
across the synod, than to ponder together such matters of faith?  To explore together how 
being witnesses at the cross today continues to mold our lives as individuals, as members of 
church, as congregations, within our communities, in everything we do. 

In Christ Jesus –  
Shalom, +Larry 

https://form.jotform.com/230106407903244

